162      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Inspired by the helpful Dictionary, Mr. Hardie
made a few concluding remarks which showed
how deeply his heart had been stirred by the
Memoir:
The man [King Edward] never had a chance in
life. That, however, has nothing to do with the
fact that because he was born to be a king the
nation was supposed to worship him as though he
had been a god. In these modern days there is
nothing for a king to do except to aid in the work
of hoodwinking the common people. The role
assigned him is that of leading mime in the panto-
mime in which the great unthinking multitude is
kept amused while it is being imposed upon, and
there is no reason to suppose that the present
occupier of the throne in any way differs from either
his grandmother or his father. He, like them,
is of under stature, and has never given any indi-
cation of more than very ordinary intelligence. I
know of nothing quite so revolting as his marriage.
It will be remembered that his brother, the Duke
of Clarence, was engaged to be married to the
Princess Mary; he was seized with illness, and
died. In the course of a few months the betrothed
of the deceased prince was transferred to his
brother, and ultimately married him. The thing
was a public scandal, and no man of any character
would have submitted to it.
There is nothing kingly about either the office
or person of the modern" king. He is no longer
a leader or a ruler. He does not lead forth the
hosts in war, nor does he hold turbulent barons in
awe. A king is an anachronism in these days,
and is only kept in being as a valuable asset of the
ruling class. As such no self-respecting workman
can have either act or part in any official welcome.